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FROM THE PRESIDENT

2024 was a successful year for the Essex
Troop. During 2024 we dedicated a
Memorial Plaque to the soldiers and
Troopers of the Regiment for their effort
during World War 11 at the D-Day
Memorial in Bedford, VA. Our Annual
Meeting at Patriot Ball park was another
success to a point. The food was great, the
commemoratory was fabulous, but
Mother Nature was not on our side that
night. It started raining in the first inning
and didn’t stop, the game was called
about 45 minutes later. Each member was
given a rain check for any future game.
Another Rhino Plow was installed at the
National Armor and Cavalry Museum in
Ft. Benning, GA. This replica was
installed on an M5 Stuart light tank and
further placed on display at the Annual
Gunnery competition the Sullivan Cup.

7 Rhinos Installed
St at
Ft. Moure, SC

Rhino Plow replica installed on | I
M-5 Stuart tank, bumper
markings denoting Co F 102d
CRS WW II will be installed.

CSM (ret) Ricky Young, Curator,
USS. Army Armor and Cavalry
Museum, Ft. Moore, GA

The Officers and Trustees are looking
forward to another successful year in
2025. We already have plans for another
Rhino Plow to the D-Day Memorial and
the Museum of the Mounted Warrior in Ft
Hood, TX.

Most recently, the Junior Esse Troop has
donated a large bronze statue casted by
Frederick Remington entitled the Trooper
of the Plains. This statue measures
approximately 58 x 58 and weighs in at
300 pounds. It will be placed on display
near the Memorial Area in the West
Orange Armory in the next few weeks.

(above) Trooper of the Plains, by Frederick Remington,

seen here is the smaller tabletop version of the casting.
To all the Officers and Trustees wish you
a Happy and Safe New Year, with much
continued success and prosperity.
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2024 ANNUAL CHRISTMAS PARTY
ANOTHER TROOP SUCCESS

This year the Annual Christmas Party was
held on Saturday, 8 December in the West
Orange Armory Grillroom. Catering was
provided by Capone’s Restaurant of Toms
River — great food as always!

Along with great food there was a
Chinese Auction which included a very
nice assortment of gifts provided by the
Association. Perhaps the most sought-
after gift was the bottle of Trooper
Bourbon. Trooper Dave won that one and
was not allowed to leave until he broke
the seal. Thanks Dave!

Along with the Chinese Auction Bridget
Hill was again in attendance to take
commemorative picture of all who wanted
them. Those pictures will be in the mail in
the next few days.

Finally, the St. Joan awards were given to
well deserving spouse of Troopers. Many
of these awards are long over due as the
Association try’s to catchup on our
recognition of those who supported us
throughout th years. This go round of
recipients are: Nancy Festa, Kathline
Kelly, Nancy Paffendorf, Rosemari
Renahan, Margaret Sinner. To each of

these ladies “Thank you for all the years
of support and sacrifice.”

(above) St Joan Awardees 2024
PICTURES FROM THE PARTY
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(ABOVE) Eagle Scout Chris Ferrell, made
his Eagle Scout Project to refurbish our
MO60A3 Tank located on the front lawn
of the Armory. Chris, along with the
assistance of his fellow scouts, cleaned
and prepped the tank for a fresh coat of
OD Green paint. Chris also installed a
landscaping wall in front of the Armory
sign, with solar lights. His efforts in
fund raising for his project were
extremely rewarding, in that he was
able to donate the balance of his
proceeds to the Association’s
scholarship fund. The Association is
greatly thankful for Chris’s effort on the
tank and also his sincere generosity in
the donation. We wish Chris the very
best in his future pursuits and look
forward to his continued success in life.
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